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GIL VICENTE 

'l'he beginning ar lhe lG!b I!tmtury wILa Ilowhere more in
tea-6ating tll811 in Portuglil. Many and variou8 influences 
\Vere contributing to ruake Liabon, wllat it has since f tl 

ma ioed, one or the mos! perplexing and faacinatiog cities 
in Eu ropa, whil e eveota were pasai ng of a nature to ebake 
to their deptl18 even the I'amote Portugues8 proviness which 
had accepted aucces8ive conquel!a and the adveol of Cbris. 
tianily withoul loeiog their original, illiterate, euentially 
pagan character. Noble and peasuot alike were now lu red 
to the Court or furlher afield to lhe n6\vly·discovered ln
dies. The nut gold arl'ived froru Quiloa, lhe !:Ieeot of the 
E.stern apicea dispeopled lhe land. Kiog ~~ . st,,· 
bliehed the sup reme power of tbe ~ whí~. e 
Church no\ ye1 IInd the nobl @! no longe r '! 01Ight to disp'-: • v 
The \wo gl'eat influellc@s 01 the century,. t~ Reformatio 
the maldito de MtlI'lillhú Luthera I 11.\\ . the Rellai,ua 
werô 1I00n to mnke lhelll selve8 felt in P,o''3,"g,d, ~J ( .. .tJ 
ti nt yeltl's or lhe centul'y lhe chief catté~ ' of IInr t'lI~ ~ 
lhe conquest of lha t ll e\V world with which Portul\~~ fi1t 
l O IIlgnlllly 10 redl'ess the balance of the old , alld Ui n
centrutiou of lhe Ilatioll '8 life in L isbou. 'l'he Portuguese, 

I 80 called in Ibe t ri,,1 of Dllmiilo de Goea (150"2· 74) bcfore the 
Jnqu iaition, 
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ever e8ger for [I@W thi nga " tUl'ned their aHentioo almast 
exolusivtlly tó the I ndies. POI'tuga! WAII negtected. 'I' he soil 
rewlIined unploughed, the pnce of Lread ros6, the landed 
proprielots !Ulnk inlo pova!"!y anel the pea8ant nspired to 
wealth anel posi tioo . More lhan one poel deplores, like 
Duarte da Gamo, alU dt$ordeiõ. i; agltOr'a . e co.tumà em 
Portllgal. Some of the provincial geniry give up their 
~IAte8 in order ' 0 live in Lisbon: 

Vendem a. erdade 
por cõprar tape"arylll 
.. , outro. hiI por COUII" bOA 

uii tcr hOIll!! ! uI! CAlI/llo8 
e dC!preçi o. "asalos 
por le \'y r~ a LiJ.ooa. l 

As to Ibe peaeant8: 

O. lauradorCl 
com l U" mau nouydadee 
querem ter 11.8 vllydade. 
do. lenbores. ) 

The old distiuctions between elaas and elass W6r9 

weakeoed, and lhe llouveau riche, Bnunting hie prosperity, 
broke the beart ir not lhe pride of the knight who could 
not afl'ord to keep a hOfile '. 'l' he parLl l'm u belonga to ali 

I They are duo.. de n"dd(J.iu 'I'y8 Alfonso d'Albuquerque in a 
leUcf to kiug .Manoel in 1512. Cartall, " vol ., Liaboll, 18&1--1910_ 

I A good equi\-alcnt oftbe Spallish phrasc nto tllrow one', holl.e 
out of lhe wiudow._ 

l Duarte da Gallll' iu the Canciolleiro Geral. Garcia de Rescnde 
apeau or (l fOOtrba MI e:ilJoI • 

• He i. mcutioned morc lhau onCI! iu lhe Caue. Gfr .. l llud reap
pear. iD Gil Vicente: 

, 

pobre esclulei rAo 
lem ea ... lo • Mm toltlo 

l/ lo.u,,, de E~,p" ... J. 
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time - lhe Arc.hprieet o( Dita bad complained of monay 
lhat 

ÉI raze u\'.Uerot de neçio •• 1deaoo. I 

- but ci rcu mstan cee rendered him eapecially frequ6nt now 
in Portugal. A poel of lhe Cancioneiro Geral~ Alvaro de 
Brito Passana, embittered by hie own sinking fortune!' 
into becoming a laudator tempori. adi, o. outro, Upa. 
paucu10', 8S ha say8, cries ou t pathe tically againet thia 
mixing of lhe elanee : nam sejamo, todo. !t uü., and agllinst 
lhe 111"111°' ba?/xo, who, wil l! their fine dress and their 
chaine of gold, 1JCruoleçcllt. Ali the peaesnts wilhed to be 
of lh e palncs, slI.ye Gil Vicente 3, and lhe brand-new en
grandecido, abou! whorn lhe perfume of turnipe still ho
ve l'etI ' alld wilo \Vere IIno re nearly related to lhe plough , 
_ ali h OIl OU l' to Ibem _ ,than to the Meneses. 0, 00 
dOllbt added pictureequenees to a city which had now 
become clhe gate of the Esat and of the West. · and 
was rendered motley by the Illany foreigners, Flemish, 
Castilian, l talian, roerchants froro Venice, Genoa, FloreDce, 

I Ed. Julio Cejador, 2 vol., Madrid, 1918, vol. 1, p. 185. 

, o . me ... flito. vaAo no t'IIdo 
.. .::on, a pobre ... pet~o. 
EI .. faz qn~ hiAto MJj .. 
nam alep. 

ninlJUam nlo u, contena 
Da maneira que .ohi .. 

I Gil Vicente, Cltrigo da Beira (1626); cheirai, a oaoo.. 
6 Gil Vicente, ibid. 

,.,u.l. prClpinq\lo' dOI arado. 
filie parentel dOI Wenun • 

• Ca'lcioneiro Geral. 
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tra"ellera I and foreisn 80holl\t'1I Ilnd etuden ls, A multitude 
or JS""'8 Anel . now Christians . , negroell, lUariners wit1l 
strangs tales to tell to any who would listeo, newly appointed 
affieials to deal wilh lhe .conql1 es t Anel navigation ar Arrie." 
India and Elhiopia., a crowd or notaries, woney·cllangers, 
uauren . 

Tlle travalle<! Portuguesa returned to hia couolry wilh 
an indinl\lion a dudallhar portl/gllele' ,~ to praiss Spaio 
and Flandere and introduce fO"f"ign (II811io1l8 and mi/, 

Jalla. de França, 'l'he Court which in, lhe time ar King 
DUlute alrettdy nlllllbe rC!d 3000 pefSOOS J b ... d increust>d in 
numhera And in brilliance. 'fhe fsme or its 8tri10' was 
Doised . broad , A Ilula afte r dusk 00 Sundays and fête daya 
lhe cou rtiera made Iheir way to lhe palitos, lhe ladies of fa8-
hion, ",lIose worst puuisllment was to be banished for some 
days - degradadtU- fr om lhe 84,.110, purpolely nrriving late 
to make the g reate r impression,' lhe men priding them
selves 00 coming th rough lhe st ree ts arcolllpanied, like 
a Romao palron, by many rriend a, bem elcolllp<Ulhado $_ 

At IheBe pataca pa rt ies ali was laughter , dance and soogj 
in the stree ts taughter and s tllrvatioo, dan('e Rnd lavern 
brawls_ Flom time to time lhe pi ague dro\-e from Lisbon 
ali \Vlio cou ld fl)llow tlle Court , lellvi ng priesta and moo ks 
busy implo ring lhe me rcy of Ood and bu ry ing th e deRd_ 

Tbe enl ig htened Alvaro de Brito, in 61 ,'0I)1'a8 (io lhe 
metre of the Copla8 de Man,.iqlle) addreSled lo lhe Liaboo 

I _N!un cum hornillibUl eruditia &. turn iii qui variuI regiouel 
perag raueràl .ennOllell\ IibNi~l,me cõfereb"t.. Bp. J erooymo 
080no or King r.rll. lloel. De RebuI Em",alw~/i" OJy,illlloue, IG21, 
p. ~m. 

2 CWlCiOfltÍro Gn-al. 
I King Duarte. Leal Cmudileiro (Paril, 18-12) 11. 310 . 
I Gonçalo Mendu çacote ln fhe çancúmeiro Geral, 
J Çancioneiro Geral, 
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towD·councillorB, 8uggeeta tlUlt lo clear lhe 8treets of o. 
pod,-ydo. uterqlleyro, and lhe 

monturol muy alto. 
fedorento. 

w·ould have a bettE'f effect on Li.banta aru corruto, aven 
than pilgrimage or procession 

quo 1I01ene perç)'eam 
nem romarya. 

00 lhe olheI' hand Gil Vicente in a p889age of lhe N(JI) 
d'AlIloru (1527) allow8 lhe city Df Lisbon to explain lhat 

Se pede nlo (olle, tod08 meu. troo. 
Nio conheceritio que hi ha\' ia Ocos, 
que aeria peito muito mail perigou. 

However that may be, it \Vila an age Df "wift reveraala Df 
fortuna, lhe aea and lhe plague both claiming a larga 
death · roJl 8nd adtling to it with dramatic euddennssB. 

HUDS acabkm, outrol vem, 
e huna tem, outro! nam tem. I 

It ooly required a mau Df genina in a positioD from 
\V1.ich ha could aee lira atesdily and ",bole to COOVE'rt thia 
hUlOlln comedy into a poue88ion for ali time. Had Gil 
Vicenta baen , as Ticknor lIas it, . a gantleman or gôod 
ramily. ha might have shn.red lhe prejudicas and nllrrower 
outlook of the poet or lhe Cancioneiro Geral wilo com
plains to lhe King Ihat tliree Judges wish to pn.!!8 aeotence 
against him in favour or a peasant! 

It would be easier to believe in the aocestry drllwn up 

I Garcia de ReleDde iD tbe Canviontiro Geral, 
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for bimsel f in Dlock Immility, no doubt as AO anawer to 
launts 81 his luadelt birth and rustie lU" t , ln lhe uma 
pa,ssage ha gi ... es his birth-plBce 8S Pede rnei ra t. This is 
not usually accepterlllo8 serioua, and lhe thn)8 IOW Q8 regarded 
as his pouible hirlhplace are Guimarl'iea (Minho), Lisbon 
(EstremadurA) and Oarcelloa (Minbo), e.pecia lly lhe first 
two. It i. a fUAtter or no consequence. 11&17"; r~, Dr ai least 
"II Portugal, is tlla birthplace of a mlln of hia gell iu s. But 
it is intert!sting to note ha\\' familiar IUi is with lhe distant 

provinel! or Beira anel how lal'ga " place ii oCCUpiC8 in his 
playa. It ia not ollly Ihal he pla.:es on lhe tipa Df hia Bei ra 
p~asanta worda which according to lhe srtLmmal'ian F ernito 
d 'Oliveira, a native or lhe pt'ovinca, aurvived only in 
B eira '. [I is p08lible to explain tba use of .amica" abem, 
cJgornm, IUIj.$fJ and loutras piores vozes ' of which Oliveira 
uys .ainda agora as ouuimos e zõbamos d'e-lIas.', as 
purposely allotted by tha dr.'unn.tist to th e alow.wiUed 
btiriiu, They \Vere considered the BoeQtians of Portllgal 
as wrongly as the Gaticillns lu\Ve been conside red the Boeo· 

tians of SpAin, sinee 1U8ny of the gl'eatest lIlen of both 
con ntriel have sprnug from these provinees, Beira was 
further (row Portugal than Franca or Casti lle. Nu no Pe· 
reira in lhe Callcioneiro Geral laments the fate of a lIuly 
who left tbe Cou rt to mnrry and care abont spi nning and 
keeping chickens alltro •• oulo, laa na Beira, among Beira'!! 
chestnut-g rovel, Apothel' poet declares th.!lt fAr (rolO the 
Court he ha. become tam dijforme, tam Leit'am m, Hnd 
FernAo dOliveira tells IIS ar certain wurds recenUy in use 

I .duro da Lu.titania (1532)_ 
t lu Estrernadura, 
l GralllJltatitl'. Ik lin!JUlIgem portuguclJ., S\'gllndn cd. conforme li. 

de 15:!6. Porto Ib71 , p. 81, 8i?, 118, 
t Jb, p. 81. 
~ Dioro UrAlldarn ia tbe COIIClomiro Gtral. 



and now fIltlytQ auornçid(u : .Yet ir we place tbeae Rnd 
olher aimilar worda on thtt lipa of /ln old man of Beira or 
a I)eaallnl they wnl not aound iii . I. 

Bul Gil Vice nte knowl lhe province weU: Cea wilh ila 
('heeses feito. d calld~,,~ Gouvea's cheltnuts, the milk or 
Manteiga!!, the filio, plumo. of Covil hã, lhe calaelJ tiO cume 
da "erm. the Val dOI Pelladoll, lhe hi118 1of lhe three 
road"t. Na/u'ly ali his shaphel'da a /'~ or th e erra da. 
E 8lrella. l~ ven if Vasco AO'on80 in lll e A uto Pa,roril 
PtJrrl'!l/ttt had IIOt explicitly aald lha I he COOltlS .f,'om 
Leyond 'J'honllu', hia apeech wOllld belray him, anel 
nllhough Ihol'e Ilre aome fift tlfm Villarinh08 in Pvrtuglll , 
lhe plllltor of lhe BUI'm (lo P argatol'io ia unmiatakl!.bly 
from Bt'i l'll. Aud Gil Vicente introduces songs of tll e 
,erra and bailo" da Beira : in fact it is constantly in hi s 
thoughts. l1e even Illllkes a gooel citizen of Burgos !' ~fer 

to 11,8 Serra da ES!l'ella. of wltich ]n real Jif", ila would 
ce l'lainly know nothing 3, Anel wllo hui a beirão would 
have inll'oduced the Portuguesa Fame as tl girl of Beira 
-Mia mociJiha (la 8e!Jra? ( Aulo da Ftlma (1516?). 1'he 
words da Bt!Jl'a, present in 11le extremely !'are edi tioos 
of 1562 and 1586 have been omitted in ali subsr:quent 
edition8 !) 

But whelher or IIOt Gil ViCl:>nte had keptgotlta in the Serr~ 
da Estl'61la, as one would lik8 to think, ol' (in !ais OWIl lauglling 
allusion) mad e Altlm lejlln mall(U8 (p6l'haps not in Al emtt'jo 
but at Covilhil) ol' lived, aa lhe son tlnd perha.ps apprentice of 
?únrlitll the goldsUlith l at G uima riles, the intilUate knowledge 
of countl'y and viIJage li re "hown in a hund red p8a8<lges of 
l,i8 playa makes it cleal' that he vas not brought up in 
Lisbon . 'l'h e passnge in the ?ÚS, of Chl'islova tll Ali\o de 

1 ()rummatica, t:.d 1871 , I). 1:1 1. 
2 Tra!JiCDllledia pa'IQril da Serra da Ettn:lla, 
l COIl1(llI'a do VÚW(l, 

• 
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Uorae. which III1J' Ih8t Gil Vicente was 11,8 only son of 
Martim Vicente, goldsmith , oC G uimarlee and tha. he WJl8 

buried ai Evora, gives no further inrl iClltion of his birth
placa . There 'VIl' II tradilion that lhe nrst POl' tuguelle tro
t:ador wa. or Ouimarlles "nd lhe inllabitant., we reld, 
ena todo. o. lJ«ulo. had beE'n eager to maintain Iheir repu
tAlion u poels l. Any well-known poel Ihey "'(luld willingly 
claim ali! Iheir OWI1. TI'8 Mme Gil Vicente wal comruon~ 

80metimea borne by men of gooeI birth, more onen by men 
in humble ltation. For lome liUle Gil Vicente lhe poat was 
identified wilb /I maater cnrpenter of Santa rem, till ii was 
realized that lh e !IIUer died (1500) bafore Oi l Vicente', 
fi .'sl pla~' hl\d bean produced at Cou !' t 01' Qui loa lenl lhe 
gold of which lhe famoue Belpm mOlllltrllnCe WRS wrought. 

'l'he knowlI exislellce ofileveral contempora .·y Gil Vicen· 
tes IDakp! lhe proMem of idpntity between poet and gold
smith pspeeially delicate. To ht:lp us, we have not even 
lhe exacL date oC the poefa birth or death . The former 
has been arbitrarily fixed ae 14iO owing to two lines of a 
sad celebrity spoken by a11 old mail in ll u~ Plor~8/a de 
EllgOIIO' (1536) : 

YlI. bicc seaenta y seis 
Ya mi ticmpo e& pando. 

Substract 66 from 1536: 1470. Th .... t is to 8Ay, Gil Vi
cenle·! Itge ii to be determined becauae it happened lO suit 
his rhyme to 88y 66, not 69 or 65. As wpll devise some 
profound reuon for lhe fact Ihat llaria PArda decreea Ihat 
127 pripsta 8hall altend he r funeral. H rhymed wilh AI
couchete. l n J anuary 153 1, allhough obviollaly active Ilnd 
in good hellhh, able te deliver a sel"mon of no mean elo-

I Antonio Carvalho da Costa. Cn~r(JjúJ Porlu!Juuo. :) vol. Li,· 
boa, 1106-12 "01.2, p. 193. 



11 

queoc<" 116 .pellkl or himaelf aI .near death., anel altbough 
ha died bafore April 1 G, iMO, ha writes to lhe King that 
the coUeclion of hi. work. had been a burden to hia old 
age (minha velhiu). 'filia wou ld 8eem to poinl to li. alightly 
earlier dAte fur hia birlll. BuL hi, atrenUOUI aclivitiea lI8 poel, 
lDuaician, 8cene·rnllnflger, actor, and, ye9 and goldsmith, 
may well have aged him before hia time, Imd vellliu. ai 
lea,t in lhe 151h centllry, did 001 go beyond lhe age of 70 t, 

14 Gb 70 remain. the approxilUtlte date of hi. birth. Thu8 
his youth was epent in lhe reign of Joito II , he lived tllrough 
Lhe aplendou r of King Manoe!'a age, anel afiar that LOl'(l or 
lhe Eaat had left hia palaca fO I' Lhe Ins! time' éon tinued 
to produce playa ltt Court for fifteen yean, wriling his IlIst 
comedia in 1536. FJ'om time to time he lamenta bi s poveny, 
but he received in I'"ça. flll' more than ever WAS given to 
Camõal,lInd 88 ha probably owned the Q/ti/lla do lJIO'!i!iro 
near Torrei Vedras, ha W/lS cart/linly not neglected eithe r 
by KiDg Manoel or King Julio lU. The li!nça of three 

busllela of wlteat in ló25 was ia itself li. subshl.Otial gifl. 3 

And a1though in Ilis old age he evidently aometimes felt 
with BrowDiDg's Alldrea dei Sarto lhat 

I have laboured lomcwhat iD my time 
And uot becu paid proruaely 

, King DUArte. lAal Crlltrtlheiro. Cllp. 1: Vdhiu ruaa LXX, fe"
.!Ium alaa LXXX. (Ed. JI/l.ri., 1842, p . 16). 

t Gil Vicente. R oma"u d. morte d'Elreí D . .Afa,,/Ml : 

J" p .... d •• mlifl lIoi'e, 
~I hor .. a .. tu do dia, 
ll. ~ttldo 1111 hllJn "tlludl 
O 1)1I·;lId. I, . pouco ",(ia, 
O 1\'1'''11 unhor do Orhlntl 
D o;o •• 8U8 »"00' II partia. 

l Accoreing to Garei. de Ruanda (Mi.cella"ia,) lhe pricc of a 
bUlhei of wheat at B.,ora ro.e in hi. time from betwcen 15,000 Imd 
20,000 ni, to 10,000 rü. aud 010r8, 

--= ~"'--"'- --
- --~ --
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lia WH8 pel'bapa not iII·lIlltisllt'd. ln tbe Auto rIa PeIta, ncte<l 
probably abou t 1535, ha representa hilnself R8 very 810llt 

And over ~ixty. I Tile qu eat ion i. ralher: Would sueh larga 
lerlça. hl\\'e beeo given lo Gil Vicente simply 8.8 tl'OI,ador 

in 1\ laod ",he l'e lhe number of poeta WIlS countl i!88 as lhe 
ainda? 

'l' h. problem of lh e identity of poet Blld goldsmi lh is lar· 
g ... ly a 8tudy in probabilities. T o tllke fi rs t lhe (acta or 
argumenta :against idenlity. Gil Vicente referi to himael f 
AS Gil riullle o aI/to r, ! Gil l 'ictnte qll' faz 01 ardo. a 
tI Rfli,' hum Gil . .. que J(/~ o. aito. Cl el Rei j' nevel' to 
!iis work /IS goldillUith. Jono de B ill'r08 in I :).{O li spenks of 
GilVietl.te e<}Ilu'co, wilhou!, bowever, !lny IIppuent inten
tion of distinguil!uing lhe playwright from another Gil 
Vicente. On August 6 l ó17 Gil Vicente lhe goldsmitb re
Ilouneed his poSI of Mu/re da Balança in Ihv Lidbon Cala 
do J{(h:da, and criliel1m at II. gallop has Argued t"at lIe re· 
signed, Iherfofore II lU iii, therefore died. But ii may well 
have been that lha g rowing businessofthe Casa d(, ftloeda had 
becolllfl II. bUl'den G 81ld that he preferred to ha ve mo re time to 
devote to tl la produclion of his plllY8. 'rila line:J 

1'1 lU ja nio antu bofj: 
COIUO 01 allto. que fuia 
qUAndo cite tioba com que, T 

I .Auto da Pula. Ed. Conde de Sabub'Oea. Li.boa 1900 p. US. 
! Áuto da [.",ilania (t63~). 
I .duro da J.bla. (circa ]~), 

I AuJo P~I()ril Purtuguu (1523). Il will be notieed Ihat Ali these 
duca ar(> Bubaetluenl 10 lhe reliremCllt of Gil Vicente, ouriL'e, (1517,. 

~ Dialogo nu lOlJl'Or da 11011(1 UU9uagem (ComJlilw;ilo (l7SIi) 
p.222) . 

. A casa de Ploeda onde ~empre s'está batendo & cunhando •. '!'here 
had becn '\\0 chit:! officials eince ft ("w 1"er, before Gil Vicen
te ', appoiulmenf. 

1 AJJI.o PtUloril POrluguu. 
ln 15Hl (Gnrl,,, fie Jupiter) be reprc8('olS Of da Moeda lU ga-



IllAy be explained quite nalurally AS a re ference lo lhe day' 
before 16 17 wllen he held Ihl! post of Atutre da 13a. 
lallçu Imd perbaps found l,ilUself out of pocket owing to 
his determinalion to produce hil plaYI with 88 mucll pomp 

til p08sible. 
Olher argumf\II1f:l IIgainat identity are exlremely weAk. 

ll o\\' it hDS been lIeked, could ti learlled poet lik6 Gil Vicente 
epell aC(lbol~ aquabQu 011 the inscription (lf Ibe Cu,todiu7 · 
Bul spellillg lUore lJarbnroul ia to 1IIIIId in his plays and 
it is Il Htle Il1ml to make him respon9ible for lh e spelli ng 
(lf hia time. 01', agAin, it ia said, how could he accompany 
lhe COtL rt to Evo!'!, Almeirim, etc" and at lh e same time 
hnve a goldsmitll's wOl'kshop at Lisbon? 1'he traveis ofBen
"e!luto CeUioi, /lI lensl, \Vere as IlUmerOU9 as and far leaa 
peacerlll Ihan those of Gil Vicente. Bul would a goldsmith 
have offended Ilill patrona b] his aatire? Gil Vicente found 
in lhe King a full and aufficient patron and \Va!l 1I0t con· 
cerued to conc iliate othara. And Cellini'e patrone accepled 
\Vorse abu8e fr"om laim Ihan ia to be found in ViceDte'a pl8yl. 

On the other hand the argument!l iII f.wour of identity are 
cumu lative and overwhelming, and invalidale lueh unre· 
lillbl e docu menta aa genealogiell, maDuscript or printed. 
,,'e have in ali offi cial docu ment a Gil Vicen te, goldlmith 
of Quel:!Il L eonor (K ing Manoe t'a aiater) and Mui" e da 
Bakmça, appointed in I W9 overaeer (Vedor) oC ati works 
in gold and ailver for lhe COllv eDt of Thomar, the Hos· 
pital oí 3\1 Saints (Liabon) I\Il(I S elem j anel a Gil Vicente 

rOllJlal de GUill/ , a reference quite natural in ODe who kllew them 
II'c ll but no longer was ono of thCln 110 would Ilardly have introdu_ 
ccd tbem - between lhe atude"'1 811d the mflrketwoloen -lmd tbey 
not hnd some u pccial intercat for him, 

I Camillo Va.stcllo UrllUCO, Hi,(()ria e Stntimentatirma, 2.- ed., 
2 \'01., 1880, \'01. 2. Tbo word in eaid to IIll\"e Uli81cd 1\ f'reDch critiç 
to u8igD lhe OUl/adia lo II. Senhor Aquabo, 



14 

\Vilo ii Il8ked hy lhe ume Quelo Leonor to oootribute 
veraes to Il poeticAI conteaL I pt'ioted in the Calu:iontiro 
Geral ( lbI 6), the I llbj ect oC which i, a gold ahain 'j 
and " Gil Vicente wllo writee play. for the eame Queeo 
L eonor . 

ln severa! play. ha 8hoW8 techoical acquainlAnce with 
the gold8I11i1h', art. S The ideality of goldawith and poel, 
moreovE'r I oeed IIIW8 cllu&ed no apecial com menta, it \Vila 
no i901ll t8d case, l n lhe Cancl'olltiro GerCIl Diogo F ernandes, 
ao ollrivu, al80 writee "erses i aud Garcia de Reseode givee 
us his opínion oC &Ilother ouriuez beberal/l who compo8ed 

troual: 
Eu YO' acho maao codiçio 
Em euydllrde. que ~O)'. hllm 
Em trovar & noulro offiçio 
& eln tudo 501' u('ohum. 

POl8iblya coverthit 1'1 Gil Vicente, though aimed 081eo
eibly agaioal Afonso Valente, of 1'homar. 

But to crOWD ali, General Bl'ito RebeJlo (himaelf now an 
opponent of identity) diacovered on f. 20 v. of vol 42 or thd 
Registera ofthe Chancellcry of K ing Manoel in the 1'orre do 
7'ombo 1\ manuscript con lemporary note Gil J'icenu tl"ouador 
mestre da balllco, a Dote , that is, placed above Ilnd explana· 

I Probablyuol mallr fura berore 1516, ccrlaiuly not in lhe reign 
of King J oão 11. Gil Vicente is preaumll.bly al ready no 10llger young. 
Reference ii made to hil time aa pul : Em t'0UIU di"", 

! Auothet pll.rlicipllor iu lhe contelt aakl Gil Vicenle if he doei 
DOI remember bow Ill0ch moner the lovcr.mlrquia hfll IlI.vialJed 
0 11 jewetl Rnd I1ccklacu, - qum!lcujoia, &: colaru, 

J Thele who 0Pllose identity Il re led inlO dllrnlging admiuiolla. 
CC. 'J'beophilo Brag •• Gi' Yictrlie. Porto 1898. p. 137 : _Estas 

dual indivldualid ll.du confnndem-se por vezel 1101 documentOI bi,
toricosj o potlo Gil Viccllte falia da Ourh'CBatia no. leUI Autoll 
como le coubeccue t!!Chnicamente aquella arte; o ouriVel e mCltre 
da balança Gil Vicente e lambem apontado cm um documcuto oBio 
çia! tomo trorodor_, 
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tory or lhe affieial docum8nt ftlcording lhe appointment or G ii 
Vioente, o"J"ivts of Queen Leonor, 118 mestre da balança or 
the Ca8a da Moeda at Liebon. Look at it how W6 may, it 
is impo18ible to explain away tili8 note, which exiated long 
bafore thE' qU8stion or identity W/lI finl diacusBed hy Dr. 
Theophilo Braga in 1873. I Ir we accept the identity Gil 
Vicente'a pOllition ai Court oocomes clea.', As an officia l he 
luul every opportunity or quis i observlltiollJ nnd otherwis6 
hia appellrance ai Court ai author or the mOllowfjo do Va· 
queira (ló02) seem8 88 abrupt and violent as the entrance 
or the vaqueiro himself. Ilis contribut ion to lhe Canciolleiro 
Gtralmust, as al l'eady indicnted, be ILssigoed to a later date. 
Quecn V IODor', goldsmith cou ld associale with and study 
meu of ali classes, lInd perbaps Gil Vicente leal'oi al lhe 
expe.l1se of his pUl'8e to pOl'tray the gorgeous fidalgo or 
the Força do. AlmOCI·eue. who len bis ouriuu for yeara un
paid. H e belonged to 00 class and underatood alI. He held 
up II. mirrol' io which the lire of lhe Court, the city Ilnd 
lhe oation waa reAected in figllJ'a, muy nalurae,. 

Gil Vicente wro le for lhe Court, aod to some extent his art 
waa hampered by tilis fael; but ha c1icl not wri te for lhe docu 
d 'Qrellras of whom Fel'llilo d'Oliveira speaks or lhe predoso. 
mentiolled ln lhe Cancioneiro Geral. lle was a greal real 
ist and with perfect truth to life Illtroduced ioto bis playa 
lhe whole of rea lity .. he aaw aod knew it. Fle ha! been 
oalled lhe Portuguese Archprieat or Rita, t and he aharea 
his humour, his love or outdoor li(e, his delight in loog 
oatalogues of oames, 3 I,ia power of po rtl'aying graphically 
in ti few sen teoces a scene or a character, to aome exten t 
l1i8 coal·senI!S8. He lacka thll cynioism lhat characlel'izea 

I 111 the Liabou periodical Artu t LAtraf. anno 2. p. 4-6, 18~20. 

2 Oy Senhora Carolina Michai!lil de Vueollu llo8. 
) Cf lhe lilt or aoimal. aud plautl io the Aula doi Quatro Tm· 

po. ( I:..oH). 
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mucb of l116 Archprieat's huwour and ii more pllrely Iyrical. 
Certninly ha is nea rel" Huiz, who died ovar a centu ry be~ 
fore Vi06nltl WAS born, IhRn to CamOea who \VAS born 
bafore Yicen te died. 

A list (lf his dramati. pel-,aMe gives loms iden. or lhe me
dia6\'al medlt'Y thal an' lIia pla)'s : mito" farça" comedia. 
and tru!}icomtdialf. \\'6 have ~hepherdl and ahepherdesses, 
pauan!s, ploughmen, ,ermlla, from lhe hill8, lUll.I'ket.women, 
6811\\1\'68, le rvantgirls, gardenen, blackslDiths, II. J &wieh 
tailor, fi. cobblel', a bakeres!I, DegrOElS, beggal's, giplie., 
dwarfs, fair ias, witches, fortuo &- teller&, pi lg rims, pages, 00-

blemen, knights Rod .quires, courliers, prince!!, a COUDt, 
Duke., Kings, Emperors, a Pope, a Bishop ao ArchLieho)J, 
a. Cardinal, hel'mit , mook8, friare, pI'iaB I8, chaplain s, ouns, 
a de\'out woman (beata), a card8harper (lafl/L) , ca l'riera, sai· 
Jora , sirena, eingers, doctore, merchants, a goldemitb, an 
usurer, rabbi8, jlldge8 , centllrions, the Sea, the Sun, lhe 
Serra da E.'reUo, the SerTa de Ci'lh'u, lhe Seasona, 'rime, 
the ""orld, Pro\'idence, Fortune, Fame, Justice, Learning, 
Prudence, Povel'ty, Faith, ForHtude, lIuwil ity, L eve, Ve

nus, Cupid, Satum, Jupiter, :Mnl'!J, Mercul'y, Juno, Christ, 
lhe Virgio , Prephets, Saints, Apo8tles, Augel8 aod Archan
gels, Gabriel, Satan, Devi!s, Lucifer, Belial, Beelzebub, 
Adam aod Eve, Abal , Moses, Abraham, Job, Cauandra, 
heroes of Graece Ilnd '1'roy, the Church, Rome, Spaniards , 
ao Italian, a Frenchman, lhe MontI. of May , Portugal, the 
city 01 Lisbon, etc, etc. nlslruly Eli zahethan veio oflydsw, 
hi810\-e of Nature, his quick observalion make of tll is me
dlay A leri!!! of intere8ting and delightful 8cenes . lt i8 a li, 
as it were, in lhe I'ougll, lI e give8 ou t of lIi8 ablllldanceand 

scarcely pauses 10 I'ound off a Iyric, develop n cha l'.tcte r or 
give elaborale execution to !tis conception of n play. There
fore he cannot be called a great dra.matist, bul as a 8ke
tcher of rapid cha racte r portraita and as a Iyric poet he bas 

ul'ely been excelled. Bis love of NAture pierces, witbout a 

I 
l 



lign of elaborate efforl, al every tllrn . ln fi. line al hllpha· 
Zl nl lIere and there the recalle lhe Aowered lIi11a iII May 
or the June meadow8: 

ta ntA bonança 
Como da Maio ii flore. da Berra; I 

l,lado lIorido 
La maiia.llR tlc A. Juan; 1 

many II. pusage might, had he cllred , or aoy one cared, have 
tleveloped into Il ped eci lyd c, of which there Are a few, 
but dieapppointingly f""" iu hia playa. 

And the neal'er his elia.'aetera are to Nature, the more 
lovingly doea l1 e dcpiet 1Ilelll . Chi tdren have never been 
revenled more II l1 tUl'lIlIy tllan his little girl shepherdess 
,\ 110 would atart to run ",hen ehe heard the Churcb bella 
rl ng 1I11d had seen Ood, alie aaid, l often and ofien, t 3 
01' lhe pa8tQI'illholl J oanne, Pedri nho, Affonsinho and Cis
meninha, chalt('ring opttn -mon thed together on the ililla: 

J Otll, D i rogo·te, Cismeninha, 
Viste·m'a minhA. burriDha? 

CliM. Vi lte-m'a minha burrioba? 
J OUl, Olha, olha o quc te digo. 
Cl ij ll . 01 1111" olha oql1e te digo. 
Jou. :;Clnllre tu haa de chufar? 

( "IM, E eu 010 tenho no carril 
Dou. allilJete. que achei ? 

J o.u. T tullbelll eu ar acluuei 
Algum dill algum cei til . 

1'&0. E a mim diQ-me urdiuba inte ira. 
AI'I'. 011 r t 

1 Comtlli" lo/,rc a diâl" da cúladt de Ooill.brll . (1527). 
1 ;hllo dll Fi (1&10) . 
I 1111/0 da Barca do Pllrgatorl'O (IM8). 
t Comtdia de RulJCl1a (152 11. 

~ 
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And many a IIhepherd l pobrt, vutl'Jo de 7Jtllt, llnd pea· 
IIlI.nt are hit oA' to lhe lifa , e. g. lhe IlIRrket-wolnen blml. 
ened ,,;th h l'll\'y tondl! yet linding ~11C1'~y fQr IIn ince,snn~ 

flow or words ., (h a carriers dil!cU~8illg th ei .' prospecte AS 
Ihey ride Il'isurely Alons 01\ Iheir lllul E's t, lhe fishwives, 
regateira. dI) pucat!o, Branca elo Rego tlTld Maria do Prlldo', 
the old WOII.an or Li sl.JCl Il witil hl'l' ft'IU' or I,U, cri'rlllç<, and 
or whaf lhe neighbours will say ~. ln d~lineating or rAlheI' 
9uggesting 8u('1I types Gil Yicen te is e\'idp lltly :It his 
easej hui ha III'Id to reme mber "II'It lIia objo('t \\"118 lo 
entertain his courtly 3ndieuce, Ih/ll Ihey Illight ficar mU!J 
ledor 5 i alld 80 his pll1yil Me some times wrenthed awny from 
natural 8Cel\\!8 to cOlI l,tly dtlvi!:t!s. Tito puzzle. verses wilh 
which lhe Auto daI Fadu8 ends would suit, far oeUer Ihan 
a popular Iyric, IbEl Court taste for sueh mechanical lite· 
rature and 101' personal allusioll! f. The sllfficiently broad 
allusioD! ln Gil Vicente 's pla)'s mllst ha\'e gi\'en lhe Cour! 
manya merr)' hour,llnd if lhe plea~nre of lhe laughel' ofto· 
da)' was tempered by lhe thought lhat lIe might him8elf be 
lhe object oflaughter to-morrow, il was precisely the geneo 
ralily of this satire lhat took ofr ils edge <lml mude it poso 
8iole. ln a Court whera, as Garcia da Resende aalel, 

05 m.~II, polo geeral , 
folguam lIluyto d 'ouuyr ma.l, 
& pouco de diler bem, 

I A ... lo da Ptira (1521). 
2 Farra dOI Alml)Crtl-U (1:>26)_ 
J RomtJgtlJl d~ A!lfJracado. (1533). 
4 Q,,~ '~/ard().~ (150;'1-
) Olmu caria •. Ao Comlr riu l'imi",o. 
, ln thi.l.A ~ te, aI IllO' reque.t of Ii:illg J OÜI) III, Gn .. ('in de Re~ende 

"role 18 trOl<IU de 10tH·oru &; {/uwul"{)rt. for a p;ame of cardl, which 
migbt ba,-e becn ca1Jed .Ihe murder of genuine l}riclll poetry., and 
J oio de Barl"Ol, e.imilarly, reduced tbe Elhic. of Ariiltotle to an 
elaboralej09'o. 
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Uil V icente \V1I8 1116 IlIfety-vltlve. lI e poked hia fuo imo 
p"I,tinlly, at Garcia de HeHenOt."a cOI'pulence, for instance , 
01' at Gil Vicente'lI (he lo!)!) 1l1U!} bw·"tfJltdo). IIialicenB6 i. 
11 proof or lhe neIV I\bllQlute pOWM 01 lhe throna. Belo\\' 
th \'! King no one is p,'oteded from lhe Ihafls or his wit. 
Nobles (lnd pt'M:\nt8, príests 4n(1 oflieial! are aUllcked in 

biting plmues. 'l'he King 811() rOJAI family on lhe olheI' 
hand, are IIpoken 01' nlmost in lerms or adulatiOIl. [n one 
plllllsge only, in lhe A.tto da Barca da GloI'ia (151!), 
/lcted bafore the King ai Almeirim, is a kiog introduced 
\\ 110 had lad /l mu!) lJecadora "ida ROr! \Vha is wa l'oed lhat 
he mU8t become a morador uflq!telle6 fogo" Flatlery anel 
lies, dilUllonds anel slIpphiree \ViII now avail him nothing. 
King Manoel, we may sarely say, had heard no words 
more outspoken sinee the bluff voiee or ralher pe n or 
Affoneo <l 'Albuquerque had ceased rour years berore. But 
he ma)" not IUlVa regardad lhe Il!tullion as personal, and 
at 1111 e\'elllll the King with the rest finally enters the barca 
da Olo/·ia. Thllt a deepe .. IWllct!cal pllrpose often lay be
nellth Gil Vicante 'e mel'riment is cel'ltl in. He ridicules the 
IIseless igno .. nnt pilols "gainst II' ll om Afronso d' AlbuquPI'que 
vented his anger i I lia hnd medilatcd 011 the position of 
women which Ihen anel later atll'acted much altentioll; , 
he in\'eighed IIgainst lhe growth of IlIxttl'y 3S vigol'ously 
1115 did Sá. de i\liranda i lia apeaks oul against lhe tcinfinita 
oppl'ession . 3 of Ibe peasants /lnd 11e rebukes Iheir pra' 

I I.etter f)5: '"ou lIaug a InUIl , he .ay', for :.teal iug an Alemtejan 
mail/a, wh)' .,ot a pilot (or 108i llg II Illijlload? 

~ As Illll)' lJe secn iu mauy pRuagu of llle 1)11111 of All tonio Pres
tes ~Dd J orge f'cn ei ra dc VIl8concclllll, \\'olllen are Li lhon'e ne\\'~
lUovg~n goint; Rhout lhe city, MIl}1! tlte I!l.Ucr in Uly.i,JO: corno. 
deu 'IOCeu. 'fhe married womau, la)'. Pru tca. Ihould be 

tr .. bora. aa Ilptja 
E o mail que em c ..... t.jft.. 

I Homogcm de Ãggracadot. 



sumptiC'n I, Bul prilU/lrily ile was lhe Court j esler, w1108e 

offiee it was to pro\·ide a plens/ll1t e veningJ a lm'~lI d~ 
folgar) for a numbe r of fri vo lo!! s pel'80nlt, lIe h11S been 

CAlted II grl'8 t p11i losophe r1 a g l'eat plllloh)gisl, n forerunner 
Df Er/Umu!, NOlhing could be more abeurd, Certainly hl! 
was DOt simply II pliftut ('ourtie r nor , 011 lhe olhei' hand 1 by 

aoy llIt!:ms a demagoglle: he was /l IIlAn Df ('h aractt' r 'J ,,110 
cnuld, when occMion I'equired, se t Ii i!! face lil'mly ragainsl 

what lie c<" lIs a (lt8ullif'fld" opillilio do vulgo, J!is aUitude 

towar(ls the lnew Christians., J tlwg recenlly cO llvel'l ed, 01' 
w}lI}pretend~d to be COllve l'l ed 3 to, lhe Christian I:lith, WIIS 

probllbly lhe SIIIll<:l lIS Ihal Df Antonio Vieira n cent ury 
laler: hE! would h/lv~ \\ i8hed them to be 10le l'IIIed, even 
encou r<,\ged , for lhe good of th~ 8lall', lI i8 8u./\ck!! on lhe 

prieil ts AIllI lhe Chul'ch llre in spiri l polt'8 apnrt (I'om lhe 

attilude of lhe R",formera , II I.' himsel f \\t18 d ee ply rl:ligious 

aod inclined 10 Ulys ticislU, and perhrtps clIred l!tu fOI' c r~{'dl! 
81ld Chu rchl!8 tban for COffiruunion wi lh lhe II\'ing God : 11.11 lhe 
!Dore 8urely it neVM occurred to hilll lo forlU 11 sec! 01' creed 
apart. n ia critieisllls w.;Ire essentially popular, i.e, oflhe peo 
pie, lInd, like tha similar salil'i~ in olheI' coun ll'ies Ihl'ollg hout 

lhe lliddle Age§, only show that I'efot'lll IUlIst have come from 
withiu the Chtl rch, hlldnot Lullwl', wtlO \\11'1 no mystic, Ihru81 

in lIi! own Rcform!lIiull, That /I pl1lY u( Gil Vi cl'nle's \\hich 
ext.'iteil a 8C'!\lIdal in Rrll !l~f't;l C;1U~!'rl Ilolhing bul laughter 
in Lisbon, mel'ely pl'ovl'd the gl'eal!:'r piely of POl'tugal. 'rha 

Cburch s~elUed th~re lIO firmly ~!<tlllJlisIH:d Ihat no possible 

lIl\i. (,·noo." ut& " .. ,·illl., 
111\0 h\lrol '100 mao hin.I .. , .t~ 

U"'f<' .lo •• 1I .. p" ... .oj. 

I The eoa rBcneu of ~ollle pl\.S!llg('d af his pl ~yl i& tine to hi t deaire 
to be lrue to !ife, aud he IIl'eardiogly RUO"" hi~ 11eatllnt, cxpreuiOD8 
which IIlUlt hlHI ,ho(kcd lhe flQ(;t:' d'orfUHU. 

J Sollle of lhem, according la II poel of lhe Canciont'il'o Gual, 
would &ell the true God for a to,lda, 
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hllrm cou ld be done l1y n liule mer riment at ita expense, 0 1' 

by Vdll.!/U6Ilt criticismo That priee ts Ilod monks come in for 
a displ"oportionlltl' ,I}/Ire or Gil Vicell te's ridícula is explain. 
ed in pA!'1 by (heir lIumber (' 01110' fllll i. fr'ade, qu'o terra 
'~III cu"ta lia r/ll'ir/lmda!lfj) I ünd illlllol'tllnce in lhe life 
or lhe viltltg~', IInd in pl1l'l li!! .'l. trllditional forro or hu· 
mou r exreedingly popular iII lhe ?llid~lle Ages. ln Gil 
Vicente 1110 IJI'jt'ShI III'e portl'lIyt!d as stc' ll sulll, nmLitiou8, 
llypocritk'nl, greefty, pl~{l!HLre·loving, cal'd·pllJyillg, foo<l oC 
1ll01lt'y i anel Wu CIHlnot doubt lha! he ra as always hfl clrtlw 
frum li fI.' , I"tlcurded, e~peciallYl in his perfectly natural repro
dllction or pe"9H nt~' COllvtl.-8utions, wllat was won! to be 81lid 
or th l:! lll uy igool'8ut goseiJl!l, Olhe I' p06te of lhe Ca"cio'l~iro 
Gerúl W6ril no [e85 ollt~poktm, Gn~goryo AfI'Oll80, in the 

ae rvice 01' lhe Bislrop of Kvo,'II., spellka of 

o Jlu:::~rdota 
(Iue ui ue como o leyguo; 

AlvarO de Brito aAyS that 

Algi'i. ba na cTI'[ezya 
que leualO errado! rrumOl, 
lUSO coalmne 
de ,'e'I)'r CI~re'Y!l., 
Pllm deuolol mail dOI fUlnos 
que do 111101' " 

I.CUl'l 1,~CIUlol alheOI 
nluy gl'fl\"l'lOcllle defendem 
& lIaIU lurdam 
dI' tlner outrOd may' feos, etc, 

I F rugQII 1/'11111111" (152&), 
2 "Ill'tl 'IUrt;lIrida fiud s IUI i/unge of tltl.: Virgin Oll lhe hillaahe 

ui UHCI.' tltink. af call 1llg rhe !)I'iC91 , Ilhe .. Gonçalo !IIU becl! robbed 
ofloia h,lre lIud ellp""~ h(' ~ll~l:'l"' ~ III hi~ pnri~h Ilrie,t I!lat lia shonlU 
gill' lIiul (I 1'''110''.0 b,1 wlricll hc mlly rccoI'cr them, 'rire pricst WIIS 
IhuI lhe buU 01 the l,ea.ful.llt11 ' I\il Rnd Iheir delll t;(; macilina iu time 
or !lced 
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Duarte dR GnmA deplores a cobiça do. prelado., Anrrique 
da Mota mnkes mel'ry Over lhe muyto gordo viga!!,'o d'Oui· 
do. Ilnd eeem. to hint that in orul conf.:!uion IS pOUC4 pro
t:8itQ d'almu. Il doubt which subsquelltly troubled I)nm iao 
dü Goes. Aud inllLlluces migbt ba multiplied. Were ali 

thes8 poela Portugues6 fore runnera of ErRamul? AI to lhe 
famoua paasage in which Gil Vicen l~ uJlbraida Rome: 

ti Roma .eDlpre vi IA 
que rnntu.. peccados u 
lJ loiuI viver oa teu!". 
Allotves a todo o mundo 
ti 1110 to IcrnbrlU de ti 
lIelll vee que te vat ao fllndo. I 

it is /lImoal IUl imitation of the two long ,in:clIlt' of lhe 

troublldour GuiUaulUtI Figueiras of 1'01088, ,eon of a tailor 
Aod himself a Illilon againsl lhe fal. clugntz. Each veree 
begills by invoking Home in lhe lIalDe wtly as d068 Gil 
Vicellte : 

ROIDa f~l8& e tafurR. •.. 
Homll per aver 
1-'Mil munta fellooia 
E lllsul despiluer 
E mania vilania ... : 

The fact is of cou ,'se that Chllr~h a.ntl clergy in the l\Iiddle 
Ages and to the time of the R~forma.tion were considered 

I Àuto da .Ftira (1527J . 
1 RIIY'lOuard, Chou dn I~';U or;g;l/ulu du 'I'roubadfJ!lrl G vol., 

Pllria 18IG-:11. vol.·1. P 307 Cf Ill~o lhe pa8!Rge in lhe Prophl'J.ie 
du Á/'IU (I6lb ce,ulur)' ): 

o II'ru lo".ha . .• 
\ 'o'no .!II.I .... raiD~, 
VIII ... r~gn ••• t bieu míuf, 
n tom".· .... 

,1,11 C, Lelliflll. ,. Sal,,. ~ ".ue .. I. lilll.a.t .. ,. 
.00iI.,.,( ._ ~n~ ... dt. I'.r;" I&:I6J. 
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Cair prey for the satiriSI. I Other traditional types in Gil 
Vicen te'iI plays are lhe vaingloriouiI 8washbuckling Spa. 
Ilill l"d , of lhe ki lld that in one of l"llrreira de VascoDcelloe' 
playa vltunts that ,,11 L isbon would tit iot o S"ville Catite· 
dral j the old mau amo l'ous (lhe tufho. tlUmorado, of lhe 
CWleio"eiro Geral) j ! the CO rl'Upt judge or o tlu~r offieia! i 
and especilllly lhe impoverished nobleman IInd famished 
ueud~iro wbo have furniehed a Iltd stock·in- trada to ali 
relltistic writere of satire in tl. tl Pl!ninsula from Martial to 
Pareda or lhe Fidalgo, da Cala .i\}ouri,ca. The poel of 
Bllbilis knew lhe type /l1 61'il t hand : 

Nunquam IC cCll aue domá Philo jn rat, ct hoc eel: 
Nou ecnat quotielll Ilcmo vocavit eum. 

(Ep. v. '7). 

llic qUC'Q vidcti . grenibu. vagi. Iculum, 
Am('lhy~tiuatll' lOedia qui IIceat Saepta ... 
Oppigucravit ulodo modo Ad Cladi menum 
Vil ocro nUlOrni! auullIm lindo cennret. 

(Ep. II. 67). 

l n the Ca1lciotll'iro da lfaticmw (no. 1168) we read of ao 

infallljo1i's k itchen which is 80 cold tbat i1 would sel've 
el(cellently fvr a wine·cellal· or for slee-ping the luta 

, 'l'he Archpricllt of lIita nbouud. in luth IIatire. The .elle r of 
indulgcnct. did not e~cnl'c. Gil Vicentt'. auo.ltle, a lodo o. mundo iII 
related nor to the privllte hCllrt-~eluching. or Oamilo de Goel but to 
1l0pllhlr criticislI1s of lhe Imlduu tlClcrihed hy Lazarillo l1..li lowi ng 
illdlllgencell bro!!.dclI8t : el ma!Jor edador deUo.' que j arna. ';0 vi. 
(/," =a ril/IJ de 'l'ormu. Conforllle à III cdicióll de 1554. Ed. U. Butlcr 
(']prke.O.lford 1891. II 71:1). 

~ ]" the Carn:io.ntiro Qtrlll wc flnd many of Gil ViCente'. chara· 
e,cra in clubryo: dtd!J'" ~(I.a,IOII. l'illdo. podrn em alguma hOll rra, 
/,orraeflll' IJUé b~~". ma!f' do que fyam, tho fidalgo who keep. gram 
a/mio .t arrenda ca.y /lado., etc. 



witbout fear of Rie •. And we bav6 the Archpl'iest oC Ilila', 
Don F urou: 

l. Noll tcote que comer? Ayunav' cl pceador. 

GI'6goryo Afronlo in the Cancit:mtiro GCr(ll write8 or 
o gt'jum 

'Iue IC (a~ !l0r uam Icr l'IUlI 

and of !lIü 
ca.vllleyro 

que liam tem bem de comer. 

Aml the re is lhe Toladan efc"dcro in Lat:arillo de TOI'mui 
und lhe raph(mopfwg'" or Nicolaus CI~n1tl'du81 . rasting at 
home in order to make good show olll·ol:dool'8_, 80 Gi l 
Vicente introduces us to the escudeiro who 

Suei'illle IllUy gran .eiior 
y no liene media blallca 

aud lo another wilo is 

'rodo o dia l eUl comer 

aod la te at night 

Toma hum ped~ço dll I)io 
E hum rRbilo cngclhRdo i I 

and to lhe fidalgo de muito pouca rtllda who (ualla 
milito utado and maintains !IiI: moço. rk pi; although his 
revenues are ,hrinking like Alcobaça cloth: 

Qucr ter mui lOS ilppsrnlol 
E Il ClUIiI iludR C6(aimada. z 

The type is t!L p. ume, bul is in each case observed from 

I (l~m tem !artJm 1 
: }'arça de / /lU Ptrtira (1;)23). 
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lite. We know that Icertaio mell ofguod laarning. 1 do ubted 
Vioente'lI originali ty, bu l the doubt Ileed not grently con
cem ua . • :i\lan spricbt imlUe r von Originaliliih aaid 00e ll16 
_alleio wal will das !ul.gen I So wia wil' geuoren WElrdell 
niogl diA Welt 1111 l\Uf una zu werken und das geht 80 (Ol't 
his ana Ende.; aml, wllen II doubt was expl'eased ai to 
whether a writer WII o,'iginal, h~ t'xdaimed, .DaI i,t 
lehl' lucherJich .. Man kõnnle ebenaogut emell wo!JIge
nlibrh:1I Mano nach deu Ochaen, Sch8f~n und Schweillen 
ffagen dia er gegeasell und di a ihm lütlfte SI;Igelh::lu. O ii 
Victlnte cel'tninly did 110t spring full .flt:dged like Mine r va 
from lho head of Zeus. 'I'h1lt ho IUlel read widtlly he 
hims",lf lella U8: 0, livro. daI ob,'as ql'lI e,eriptull vi ... 
u"i em melro como em 1"'08("" 08 a lltig08 e modern08 mio 
leizarao COU8a boa por dizer nem illuellÇ<10 boa l )/Jr 
achar 11em 9raça por de,cobrir. 'J'hat ha had nt I~aet 

ti ewatterillg of Frenell Ilud ltalian, and a \\' idtl know
ledge of mllclll'ouic Latiu llis playe prove, l n his firlt com· 
pOlitions, lhe Vi8l/açam ( 1502) nnd the Auto Pa, /ol'il 

Cal/cOlUllO (1502) he is content to follow Enci na, alld fo i· 
low him l'a lhe" closely. Whell his couception of tllem grew 
more mnbitiol.ls aml he inlend\ld lhem to ue 80mcthing 
more than a . pob,'e coi'II,. ha no doubt took his mlllt l'ial 
f,'om a widel' tield, lIe was acqull.illted wilh olhe r Spani$h 
wlÍtel'8 besides EIlCillll. lIe wall 1I0t lIppal'iimtly 

muy M~ntido 
J)u troua ~ de J O&1n de MeDa. 

but lie t'vidently admi l'ed the Cuplaj of Jo rge Man l'iqu8 :lIld 
lhe Spanillh 1'omallce., ulld lhe LibJ'o de Bueu Amor of JUIlII 
Hui:!: ; ha " :td read the Cele.till«, although his plllyll do 1101 
ec"o it 80 pa r8i8tently lIe do, for illstlHlce, lhe Cel~etinll playe 

I King Ouarte hlld u8ed lhe .alno phraec of bis fathcr. Killg 
Joio I, de sra,!dc .!; boo ,abtr, 
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or Jorge Ferreira de VasconceUo!. Ue more thflll anca 
reftrtl to MaciAI, as lhe lover par t:l:Ctllwctl, in lhe faahion 
or lhe time. With Ibe Cwlt:iOrlejro Gf!ral, ar with ila poema 
beroreGllrcia du Resende pubJished tllem in 1516, hb was 
cl08ely tiiwililll', Slrass ntled oot be lnid 011 lhe (nol tlual 
lhe line 

!:!e se podulItl d ilU I 

o('curfl ln II pot'1Il by Luis Anrriquez in tlle Cllllciolltiro 
Gtral: Se U/j pudu,e dyzeri but many or Gil Vicente', 
8ubj eots anel malres Ilre to be found in the poems or AI · 
VArO de Brito Pestana, Nuno Pereyra, DUllrte de Brito, 
Dioguo Brandam. 'rIJe lines ln Dioguo Brandam'! [ame"· 
taçam: 

o morte que mataa q\ll" Il~ proap<'fado 
~em de fermoso curAr nem de forte, de. t 

are imitated iu lhe eight lint!s beginning. Deit la nllltrte 

1a.J Jliilu.} la. dI/tua, 3, 

The spelling Tl tol, ti toi' woutd seem to impty that 
(W "ict'lIte's knowledge or French was derived tather ftom 
convt'uatiull tlum rrom books: and similar phont!tic spet
ling uI' Freneh wonls occurs in the Auto da Fama. lt has 
been noticed that his descriptioll or Lucifer tU maioral 
(lu úiferllo corresponds to the !,rocurellr dei euler. of 
Frt'llch lIIylli:re$} that the whole conception or his trilogy 
of Barca. is prohably derived from the Dall'e Maca-

I Alllo da Alm(l. 
1 IAlni'laCt; (ltl 1fI(}rle deU .. rt!J dum Jol/uII 'PIe .(u,la gloriu IIja 

(11!l5). 
I Aldo de $. Murjj,/llo (l&O-l). 
I AutQ daI Fudeu. 
Thil Bp('lling rl'eall l lhe IDtt'rpretlltioll !ug~ested ror lhe liul! 01 

Danle. lur. vii I. Pt'lJe :o\atan aleppe. 
I. Pu pail:, Satau, pu paix. Satao, á r~pl:e). 
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brt, thal pasllage. Df lhe Tutametlto or Maria PardA 
recal! lhe Tl!.lclmnd d. Palhelin (a mule in lhe Cem
eionLÍro Geral mnkta An equAlly elllborate tedamento). The 
play. which ha and his 1I0n Lui. ddcl'ibe aI moralidadu no 
doubt owed !loLlJ~thing to Fl'eoch roediae\'al play!!. The 
debt WII8 probBhly not vllry g l'eM, bul intercou.,se wilh 
E'ranoe Wltl fre<lIleut, 1\1 refol'en ces uDt only in lhe (',mcio
IltiT(i Gercll Lul in Oil Vicente', pl8ya tuewselvt!B show. It 
was lhe cl'uellcal criliciam of ti. poet to Bay thal hia venea 
wel'l~ mado in MOl'oceo not in FI'suel!: 

f iliem MI/a IrOUl1 fl!~ 

nrulI í:DI Prlm\,1I. mlll em Fez I 

Bul ai !.olu' t Vicente did not belong to lhe cOBmopolitan 
Cou!'! though lIe mig!.! flaltel" i iI hl8le foI' whal WII.8 fureign 
and pereg/'illo by introdLlcing III Qne swoop inlO a play li 

son of lhe King of Il ungll ry, a Prince of Grt!llt Greec6 Ilnd 
" Consul of Vellica, d~ Ul/lt 9~lltlogiu i :! or an CIIle/udu fl'om 
E'rIIllce. The SOlu'ces from which mOl'e tllan from 31ly otht:r 
lia sOllght his illSpil'3lioll, - Ilnd hert:in he showlld his gl'l!!lt
oell9 and trile originnhty wlOlrt: three, ali sources of un
flliling inspirlltion: lhe book of Nature, lhe book of popular 
tl'4di lions 3 and lhe Bible, intimnte knowledge of which wu 
mOl'e COlUIIIon in Portugal bafore lhe 16'b ct!lllury 1111111 
after\. Vicente invenlt!d little 01' Ilolhing, hu i lu:! WIlS 

, 0 0111 fo'rAllçyeco Ilyney ro in lhe CIlIlI!imlriro Ger/JI 
2 Jo'lort,la Il r En$(IIIO. (1531;). 
I ln lhe: ellec or Molina Mendcs hc "llpa rcnt1y IIdoj,tcd a 1lOpllhU' 

Iraditiou Ilerllonify ing mi&for lll ue IL ie tf'mptiug, thon/.:h wrong, 
lO Ice ln lhe Illl'mune tlle plltronymic or lho Ii llS(lll(: .\fel.di, 1110\111' 

IlIi,,: ~1i8forllme 01\1 ne lhe Ilills. More IlrobAbly lt= mUI/la, 
I '1'1.(: actuc in lhe 'rell//Jil! ti'Apol/o in which AI10ll0 mOUli!8 the 

Allllr IIlld bl'gill8 E,to. '''II mi, ",a'ld(lmi~'II'~: , Imard. á lu. '"tJjtru. 
t,:IC is prohably II rCllliniaccuce of lhe IUcdillel .. l parodies of (' llIl rch 
.crvicce, COIUIIlOll iu Portllglllu ellewhcre. 
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no mel'e echo in lhe vAll",y ( to uae l.i, OWIl phrnse): ha 
gAlhel'ed (rom ali sidu 11nd his geni u!! wl1sjustified orall liis 
galheringa. Even 1\8 a dram"tlst ha did not prtltend to any 
olher origillalilY tlulU thnl or inlroclucillg lt ue\\' tI.inS' ioto 
Portuga l (rom Spaill. 'l'he goOd'IlAtured Gal'cia de Re
stondl!', 80melhnes \l'o",rlllly mill'epr~sellted aI a ma.liciou8 
deprec:iAtol' or "iCi!lIttl, tel/s lIS (in hia .1U,«llallia) lhat 
Ro cinA waa lhe IIlventor. Tbe actillg or 80 ro e killd or play 
AI lhe P ortogu!:'8.:! Courl WM I Illoreover, 110 IlI:W thing. 
Ah,tlro BIII'reto iu lhe Ccuu;io" eiro Geral mentioo8 Huy d(l 

SouBa wha Wal 

tal , .. :tedor de mOIllOI 
(11111.1 ante nos S6 UlUII labe; 

Duarte de E.,ito refers to Ibe 

auto. 
ua. reatu da lmpcratrit; 

Duarte da Oam:1 Btlya thnt 

Nõ ha hy ma)'8 Iilllre.meltll 
110 mUlldQ onyuen:11 
do que IUl em Portugal 
IlO! Portugueees. 

Cf. also the cCJpi(, dt momO'1 lhe galallte, momOI, and 
antremeUI úlfil,do, in 1490. 

Bu! th e pomp and show of these entertainments i,e, 11Hl 
allh'clI/U pro»er, in Wllich the l\ ... ·lugllt!eo 1IIIIs exc\'lIed, 
thrt:w into shndtl the litt' I'a l'Y part, tlu. breue, eYIJ Il when 
wriUt.'n iJy 80 Wl'll knowll li poet 8~ th tj Conde do Vimioso. 
[t was n,l Vil·"nt ... 's lifdike por tray .. ,l of 8CI:'lh'S and dlfU'a· 
cter~ Ihal I:'nllL],·,l tlll:' literary pari to triumph over the 
lDt=chsOIcal di8play. 



Vicente, wllo hsd 10 8venly distributed hia ,ati re I 
11imself InlTered ftom detractOl'U anel lillgoa, damll(),a'l 
lhe eterMI ('omplai"t of Portugu@se writers. I One of Ill eir 
crilicilllllS was 110 doubt Ihat lIe usetl rUltic )angllll~e un
wortllY uf II poliahed wriler. ~Iodern criti('a have Mid lhat 
\"icent~ wrott' /l grellt parI of his pl1\y9 in a kind of jnrgon, 
(II'avill' 01' ('{!llImbia. Bul a clole eXluninalion of I,il pla)'1 
reveals lhe fac I Ihat he, like Cervantes, appf11'tiolls his dill'e. 
rellt 51yle8 aml dial eots nol at rllndom but wil)1 extreme 
nicely. \Vhtlu he wishes lIe can \\'I'ite lhe best and pu res! 
Portuguesa bolh in V61'se nnd prosa, clear, restrained, 3 
idiomlltk' l, 

!lul lie h /UI 110 il1 16111iol1 of pll1cing 'lIch II alyle in lhe 
moulh of ilis Ilellsants. Tt would ba 10lally out of lhe 
pictll re . lIi~ ohject is lo b6 nAtural. llis pea~ants do not 
min<'e 01' I.:hoose lheir \\'01'd 9, Ihey 3I'e no porc(,llIin Pllyl . 

lis"l /tlld CorycltJns, they :Ire reall)' wlll\! lIe cRlls !hCIll, 
rll,IÍCO' pudlm:II , ltnd I5peak AS plain BI'III or Joi\o. 1'hey 
tl'anspose Iheir conlo n/tnts, clip tht>ir words, fali/ia cer
etado, uUe,· provincial, archaic word!l and phrases. The 
word ctnrtira ~ which i!l included a little late r by Duarte 
Nun!'1I de Lto1'to in his cllllptt'r Dt al!lu, I:OCObllloll 'II/e 
o, IlOmê, polido, ,,«o dell,.,,1 VUJI· 6 is IIsed by Vicente'" 
pell!lnnts :u \\'ell !IS uy J nêS Pereira, lhe flighty daurçhter 
of :I L isboll WOllllln de baixlI ,ol'te. Bis btirvt' use words 

I To qual!! hui alie, I)U:lrlc PadH!CO Pereira iu hi. E,mtraldo (/t 

,ii" Dr!.i. ( l&Oá) iu\'cigha with considerll.ble biUerocn again8t lhe 
I1wrdtdorCl maldizeI/tu nrormoraaoru. 

2 Cf. mill aravia,. (Cmlciouei,·o Geral). 
1 ,"ou \\'ill IcaTc .. ly fiod half a dozen luperlntivca in -ilrimo io 

hi. wotk •. 
I 11\8 opRni,h , ou lhe olhcr lll'-nd , ia al"'ayal iabl(' to lu.ritallVrnOl . 
• It occurt more tlul.u once iII the CanciOllciro GtraJ. Itnd i. 

cornlllou in moderu Galician . 
• OrifJCnI da f.ingoa Portv9vua Lisboa. 1606. Cap. 2ó, 

• 
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known to belong pel'uliarly to Beirll j hi ! npgl'oea oll/lHer 
in broken Ouinea.PortugueaB (a mi [alla G,lin~): his lta· 
liao mu t neede spenk ltll liall lIml ilis Frenchman Freneh i 
thl!' fl)rtune tl"lIera from Gree('B and the Orfek goddesaBs 
Blur 1111 tlll'ir S'a ioto Z'8. (cr. J oIo de BAI' r08. COl/lpilaçiio 
(I i Sõ), 1\, :! I ~ : o ~~{t'(/r çi!itwo di' Sellilha). "'Ilt' o he does 
e!U plo)' gibberillh he does so for n dehlllte pu rpolB, 011 lhe 
lips of I'l priest, !lIIm d, I'lf/O tligromclll te conjuring up dtlv ila : 
Zd ub,rd ~erTe!Jud ubu I j or or lhe J)iabo hiruself, tlle 
pUl'ity or wllOse .Picllrdesu we mny 8uspect, ahhough Gil 
Vicente may conct' jvably 1\11. ... e lellrnt 11 word 01' two from 
Diogo 7, "ymoto, a poet or tl18 Omciollei,'o Gual wllo hacl 
travelled iII 

1:1 PiClIrdia 
,\; a terra do Oalfym, 
Fra nça &. Lombud)'lIo. 

ln his mingli ng of Spnnish and Portuguese Vicente is ne· 
\'er indisc riminate 311 were IUIlOy Portuguese wl'iters, Si· 
mão Machado, foI' iMtance , wllo in hi l! plAy!! makes one 
peaunt speak Spllnish and another Portug uese in lhe ssme 
acene for no appllrent re890n , 01' SOl' Violante do Ceo who 
composed a sllort piebald l)ilwlctUJ beginning in the one 
langullge anel encling in lhe othe r. Vicen te always lias a puro 
pose III tliis mntter of language and ueual1y it is lo be true to 
!ire. As 11 general rule his peasaula spenk Portuguese, his 
courtien 8nd educated persous Spanish. The j udge, who 

I FV4orfoçflo da G!I~rra (1011:1). Xurcglld _ !'try goodl T hc 
mail in tl,e }{omagem dt Aggral'adOf (1ó96) who knowI the Bib1e 
br 11ellfl IInd ('annol -ay an Al'e .1fal"ia II.nd \lho pronounce •• e· 
MQra .i"oga i, evidl'nty a foreigller, probably Engtilb or German. 
Gil Vicente, .... 110 often miugled witb '"e crowd, no cMo 00,"0 

cMro dtf'lll{uel(l(io, would certainly II!'1ve pic.ked up a few word. of 
Eugli"b ftom panillg lailora, ir io no olher war. 
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h.d taken !Ii, t1egree 8t Paris, speakl Spnnilh, lhe ''''oça 
Portuguese in lhe Flflre,'a cU Ell!JtlMI (1536) i Cupid in 
,11(1 u me plny !lp"lIk9 'panieh, lhe lJfIfJtor n llltico 1'111"'(>1'8 
him in 1>0 1'llIg ne8e; 11'6 philolophe r spl:!sks Spallish, the 
IIwrdlllnt POI'!lIgu6!j6. ln lhe Frngofl d'Amor ( I Õ\;![l , lhe 

'trrrmol' 11'911k Spsnish, uut Ih~y figllriJo p ia I/ f Io" Ilrfl not 
ehephenl.:ut'. bul Jll~n ets. l n lhe (olllfllir, ,obre (I diui,a 
d(( cidmle dfl G'uimb.'o ( 15~7 ) lhe lw)rador who spf'8ks 
Spanillh i8 I) 1Juâ/o lIob'-e lA ti radar. fn the Auto da Fi the 
pealsnts epea k Spanieh, but lhey do 80 in order lo increase 
lhe contl 'Ast between them and Faith wha mtlst nalllrnlly 
81lf'ak POl'tuguese. lu lh e later plays wherejir/«lgol speak 
Porlugue81', A8 in lhe Farça dOI A[IIIocrtr:e. ( 1526) and 
Nuo d'Amort. (1527), and lhe co urlim' prias t sp",a ks Por
tugues8 (Romagem de A!/yravado/J, ló33) we Illay perllllpa 
aee a sign of 11 change of 188te a t the Portugu ee6 Court 
aRer lhe dealh of King MaMeI. 

l n Illly cllse ii is Bafe to Stly lha! Gil Vice nte never 
emploY!l either Inngllllge cnreles~ly. n e has II nne e3r, 
mO I'eoVer, for 8tyle Ilnd evidently tl\kes pl~a9l1re in lhe 
8011l1d ofsome of lhe word8 he \lU!I and perhapa coins, word" 
Ihal wOllld have delighted the hell rt of L ear : ~,cartltfuchar, 
,(wdú:arl'(ío, demoJe,tuo, fIIangui'panado, balcarriada,. 

Sinea Gil Vicente was I'ediscovered, in the 19th een tury , 
Ihere has rer ILa ps been a lendency to exaggerate his in 4 

flueuc'e. lI i8 popularity iII POI' lugal W39 !lhorl-lived. I II his 
life·time lIe becamo kuown lo o vl/lgo in folha, volante" 
IJ is oecasional p ieces wen! from hand to hand and Illllny 

we re losl befclI'e the firet eol1ected edition of his pllly8 
nppellred iu ló62. King Sebastiall, we know, rend his 

Illays \\ith p!t>;l.Stll'l'. A numbe l' of dramalists foll owed in 
his \\"llke. ~il1lão ~tachlldo WI'Ole a few peaaant scenes 

Wllich fuI' llatut'll llI t'ss fali not 80 very far short of Vi· 
cente. ln the phl.ya of Aotonio Presles there are ooaoy 
signs of direct imilatioo. The ucudetro's 1110'0 in Gil Vi· 

• 

• • 
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('ente IIleslllI .obr~ "ira arca. l n Prelltell' Aulo do. CUllla· 
rú,ho, 

a moço de eseudl!iro 
Per CAma lhe 6 dada .ru. 

QlIe má COII'(I ,ilo "illiío,! eltclnim, Oil Vicente, and Preso 
ti'l In't'rt, thí\ lin~ in bis Au/o do Mouru E,iean/ado. lIere 
e\'id~lI lly is 11 wrlter who had ]"eAd or heArd Vicente'l plllYs, 
C.mÕl'8 100 had read and delighlt'd in them. lIe may have 
had in 11111 mind a pll811age in O J,liz. da Beira when fa r 
f"OIll Portus,,1 ha wrOle hill versell ii IlIIma catiua: 

Rmoru de Mouro, 
JII 8:lbl'; ' o fo;;o \'IVO, 

Elia eapth'l\ ('II CRpti\'O; 

Antl liil pun embarcado iluembflr!,atlo~ may bs de l'ived 
frOIll lhe .lllto da Barca do Pur!/atol-(o '. Bul Vicente', 
vogue died with lhe 1 G'" century. PaI'lJy clulnging tallte 
and lhe l7 'b And 18th cen tu!"y love of lhe polishcd Imd 
elegant, of anything ,'ather Ihan lhe genuinely rualic or 
populAr, .CCOllnted for thill i partly lhe fACt tha! he w'" 
included in lhe Caihalogo de lo. Allciore. damttado. por 
la Iglt.ia', The Inquisiti on, which came in in Portugal RS 

Vicente ....-ent out} could not be expected to tolerate soms 
of ilis olltilpoken criticisms in an age in which dOllbls and 
IU8picioll!l of hert'5y had become rife. But Vicente wall 
out of fuhion. 1Ie representt'd lhe olden gaiety of Ille 
Portugllese people in their <lan ce Imd 80ng. Ue had him· 

I Tbe convcraation betweeo Mula Ilod the Devi! ruo,: 

)I Embarca '" IA e.l .. 11&"&. 
D . !'ãullrllt. UID r.,li,. 

Seremo. tleal\mbar, •• lo. 

2 Tbi, i. lhe exprenioD lIaed by Antonio de SoU81l de Macedo in 
hi. FIo,." de E'1)QHa. E :«tlelleicu de Portll!l«l. Li sboa 1631. 
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selr witneued ti. change come over th(l land , llnd inetpl\d 
or jOYOU8 peaslI nt- song8 h~llt'rI diuiell sung 10 dolefuJ Illn&. 

Ihey III~d evideutly b('ell wl'iUen, ha 811.ys, Ly Bome J "w 
or Avei ro 011 lhe dealh or bi$ grllndfather I, And now a&. 
tlu> beginning of tlll;! 17 ,h century I)uarte NlIllel de Le1\o 
CRn II1Y lha! it is lhe ulIu'k or lhe pl~Leian to care fOI' a 
choe rful kind of lDusio: • Porij hii homem plebeio ou fU8-
tico mais 86 cont .. ntara8 de olluir hüa chacota ou ca ntiga 
\' jllanelcR que lui$!. call~ão d;;, artificiosa co mpostura & de 
tOllda mui iIImentavel •. Evidontly meu or gooll edllofllioB 
were or lh e opinion or AuulUdriH in Dont DluJI·do. Illllt 

La musica dcbe ser 
La mAdre de I,. lridc~ll. 

50 Vicente with lhe 5cenell or natural ruirth Ihat lio por
trllyed bec8m6 antiquatt'd and de'piled, ln the time or 
Manoel de Faria e SOUIIl ( I M.lO-1649) hia plllya are COD

aldel'ed poqlduima co,a 8nd IÜ best to contain peada on 
a l'uhbish heap , Enough to l18y that the third adition of 
lIia works beara date not l ófJO or 1600 lJUl1834. l n Spa!1) 
Lope de Vega (1562-1 635) is believed to hllve de l'ived th& 
idea of lIis El Viaje dtl Alma from Gil Vicente', aplendíd 

trilogy of Bal'ca" and it may be SOo Bul that Calderon 
(1600-1681) imitated him ln hia auto El LÍI'io !Ii" Â,ZIl

ctrla i. ex tremely improbable. Jt i, at lea!t strange lha&. 
Calderoo', conteroporany ~ Nicoltl.a Antooio (1617- 1684), 
ooly knew of the plays of Gil Vicente II printed aepAl'alely 
(,eor,im) and beli~ved lhot they were written ln prole (pro
.aica,). Tlle unknowo author of wu/rillo de TOrll/fI lisd 

probsbly read Vicente'l play'} and 80 perhaps hlld Cer
vantes: ln fact Vicente ",as relld ln Spain as ln Portugal 
til! lhe end of the IGII' century. A paassge in the 31" 

I Triu",pnu do ln4;trlto (1529) . 

3 
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eh"pte r or til , Firlt Part or D OII Q,,,':cole III/ly conceivably 
be a rem;uisc6l1ce of a p8 88agOõl in lhe lr'm'ça do. j<'ilioo., 
ln Viccnte'iJ pl"y lhe following diAlogue OCC UI'8 between 
the cl~rigo IInd lhe tllOÇU lIe had lIent with 1\ 11?llor lO bit 
lady.love. 

('LER. Que Ilada? 
M oço. Enta\'Oa\'Il. 

!.:I.I;R, 'la cartl! dcadichlldll? 
Moço. Hompeo-n de bltrra " barra : 

Ei-la aquy clIlIligtl. llulCla, 

• Y 1j!lt Iwefa., llsks Don Quixot(>, .agl/eUa rtina de 
la ht,.mo~lIra'.... No l..J halU, "e~polldió Sallcho, .i"o 
ahtcJwlldo do. llOlIt.!Ja, de l /-igo til UIl co,' /'al de .11. (:('110 . ,. 

la ca,.,(I.. . la rm!J6 !I la hirá Immltd", pie,a,., lt has 
iI \-en bt"en binted, pe rhaps 0 11 lhe streilg th of lhe legt!od I 

tllat Vicente'a gifled daughter Pllula wrote an English 
gramuHlr (<Ir lhe U86 of E.nglish ro:adeu, thnt Shakeepeare 
-WfI! in Auenced by Gil Vic .. nte . I t is a temllting theory, 
ali th~ lUore so th/l t the Illllgnificelll assul'llnce of th efidalgo 
iu 11t1l Jo'w'ça dOI Almocl'euu is A. relll fOl'e tll ste of Falstaff, 
alld lhe repeated /Jau de nlafar frei Jlja"li'"ho of the JUad 
Criar io ~V(IO d'.t!moru at once I'ecalla lhe ' pOOI' T oro'a 
acold» of Ki"fl Lear. But to f!:lY thar hakespelue was 
iDRuen('t!<1 by Vicente is as t:'lllla8tic as to 8uggest that 
Jle h;ad r8/ld Antonio Prestes beclluse in the latler's pl8y 
Auto dOI Dvis IrlU/iOl two 80ns t reut thei .. falheI' in 
preci~ely lhe sarne \\-ay as Regun and Gonel'il treat King 
JJel'lr. NO I' need lhe gt'nius of Goethe have read the 
Allto dI! Alma of Vicente in orde l' to know tlaat the 
-80\11 of woman ma)' be tempted li)' jewels, lt was Dllcarme, 

I Sinta the book , a. O, ClIr<,linn. Miehlll.!1i. de VuconcelloBlay., 
ha. ne \"l~ r hecn 8cel1 . 
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in 8n 81'ticle IlUblished in L~ Mu,éoll in 1885, wilo fi" l t 
Cl>III IHl rud pfl8ugea iII p(W,t \\'illl pll88Rgea in lhe diuin I\nd 
ithú'é Auto da Alma) I 6a pecially lhe passage - ueh tleill! 
deli gtht jeJ.zt 11O'ell 11ieht (m-with lhat Legil1ning NilO' mo! 
detenhai, aqui. h iI ralheI' wilh til, w1.01e 'piri! of Vi· 
cente'a playa Ihan \Vilh individual pusages lhat parti! of 
Faud hava much in comnon: 

J uchhel juehhe! 
Jl,lchheilll.l lI eiaa! Ue! 
Oe.cJ,rei \Lnd }O~iedelbogell. 

1'1,6 fll cl ia lhal ali Ihele wrilare probed deep illto 11,6 
heart of human nlltUI'6 and they mee! in lhe deplhl, 01' 
rathel' 00 lhe heighta . One must add Molicr8: lome Vi· 
centian lu:enea of pure farce , Ihal in lhe Flore,ta cU Etl!}t.nIOl 

in whieh lhe Judge, daclol' hecho em Sena, is dillcoY~u'ed 

tlIking lhe place of lhe old negre8s servant and knending 
bread em froida, de }J(J.Iwdeira, o .. that which introduces 
the incompetellt doctors wi tl. thei .. set ph .. as6s, 01' Fn~i 
Paço ~iving the countl'y-gi,'1 a le880n in COtU't mann6n 

, C'onccl\'ably Gil Vicente IH,d derived lhe id4ta or hi. play (rolO 

King Alroo.o 's Cantiga. dt SanUI Maria l u no, 415 angelaand devila 
cOllteud for the 80ul of a riel! and lIohle kDif:;lll. lIud t1ie Allgela 
finally reacue it : 

ln 110, 15 de\'ila 

c. nOn 'l .. er Sant .. !l.ri. 
qUI a uo. III .. ; 'o ... du, 

nlUit',. p lln tOlOI' reo. 
e ue,.-rol nlui mnl e .. mOrll 

tAkc the loul or A ver)' dcll and Il1l.Ughty u 51lrer : 

E o .. 1m' ... , dili.: 
qUIII le r4 d, mim, caliv., 
etc. 

(C.III'_ d. 6 .... , • .li ....... loI~d rld, 19 li! yol, 
Vol II, 

• 
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and the dance, might have come ou! or Lu liOurbtl"iu àt 
Scapill, L, Malade I ma!Jllluire or ÚlJOIO'9,Q;, GClItilhommt, 
Sinea 1834 lhe critica ha\t~ been buI'y over Vicente, Rnd 
his 118111ral, unliteral'Y acene •• I'IIUBOkillg lea8 or lhe I!tudy 
Ihan or field and hill and alree!, appeal 81rougly to lhe 
'.!Ila of lhe 2O'b century. lIe i, in lhe able hnnela of Se
nhora Carolina Michaúlia de V8IIconceJloa t , Dr. Theophito 
Bragll,' General B,'i to RebeIJo', Senhol' Anselmo Bl'llo.m· 
CAmp Freire', DI', L ei te de VA8collcellos ll, Senhor Alfonso 
Lope! Vi ei ra aI tllld we may con fidently hope thst lIe will 
emerge, like his JU!ltice fram the Fl'ugoa d'Amor} freed 
(rom maoy miaprinl" eorruptiolll and errora wllich unhap ' 
pily sliII c1ing about hilll, Ilnd enriched by lhe explanalion 
or many allueions t1Ult puzzla in hi, plays. It 1108 been 
said or CAmiSa, tllat ha is in himaelf A literatura, Vicente 
is a nation . Ue I'epresen ta tha POI'lugue,e people expan
ding along oatul'cll, oalional linel, na intere8t8 many 
and variou! l·eadera. Some are attncted by lh e exqui
sitene" of hi, Iyrism, others by hia mi r tbprovoking 
&atire, or by hia lifelike 8ketohea, lhe light t1l1'OWII 

011 lhe Middle Ages, 011 the hiatory of lhe I G!b century I 
on lhe Court tifei olher! agllin through interest in philo
locy, folklore, or lhe ea rliest poetry or Portugal;. Ue belonga 
to Sainte-Beuve', .petit nombre d'écrivaios qui 001 no 

I Nol.<u l 'ictnlilla •. I . c.:oimbra 1!H2. 
! Gil Victlltt e a crearc!o tio (htatr-o naciOllal iII 1Ii./. da Li.tt_ 

Port .. g. II. llrna.lWl'ia (Porlo, 1~14). p. at.i~lo-2. 
I Gil Viuf!/t. (Gralldt, I'ul/OI Porlllglláu.lIo. 2) Liabo!l, 1~12. 
t Gil Victnlt, poda t O""IIU. Coimbra H1I4. 
} Gil Vicente t a linguagem popular. Li.boa. 1902. 
I Ã Campanha Vicentina. Lisboa, 1914. 
; IIi. play •• dd prohabilily to the theory lbal lhe parallel-stro

phed ,ef,ain 100g. (lhe couonlu) witb whicb Portuguese liicrature 
opeD, were daaee .ong_, lhe repe.letl (kixopren) liDCI and the plUM! 
(or refraio) an8weriog to tbe e"olulioDa of fbe dl\Dce. 



privil~ge: ils oot peinL l'homme daos leurs oeuvrea ou plulôt 
ils 1011\ l'horume, , 'humanité meme, et, comme elle, iii de
viennent un sujet inépui81ble, élPrnel d'observationl et 
d'étuueS .1 But, although lba appeal or Gil Vicente'. playe 
is universal, ha reroaills the most nalional or poets: indeed 
il is hecause his playe 81·e lhoroughly iodigenoua lbat tbeir 
inlereat ia universal. 

• 

, 
• 



• 






	Gil Vicente
	Gil Vicente


